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BEAT THE WINTER BLUES
Thankfully,
Mother
Nature was kind to us
and the snow melted

away just in time for
our February 2nd fundraiser
at
Stanley’s
Greenhouse.
Our
largest crowd ever, over
330 guests, were on
hand for our 9th annual
“Beat the Winter Blues”
event where whimsical
decorations, beautiful

blooms, plus delectable CTM Financial LLC, Barna
food and drink were in & Mary Ann Gibson, Julie
abundance.
Howard & Ted Flickinger,
Knoxville
Beverage,
Our grand total for the Massey Electric, The Pour
evening, that was just shy
of $20,000, couldn’t have
been possible without
our gracious hosts at
Stanley’s or without the
loving support of our
benefactors:
AKIMA,
B-97.5 Radio, Bob &
Laura Barnes, John &
Kathy Buckingham, Sheila
Barnett, Bearden HS Key Guys, Bill & Jo Terry,
Club, Joe & Pat Johnson, The Trust Company, and
the simply amazing &
talented harpist, Anne
Jackson, whose music
charmed all in attendance.
The event was so popular
that we’ve already been
asked about next year, so
go ahead and mark those
calendars for the first
Friday in February!!

SPLASH COUNTRY

GOLF TOURNAMENT

How do we love our friends at Splash Country??
Let us count the ways....
For over a decade now,
we have so graciously
and generously been
“adopted” by DSC employees who show their
love of our House by
hosting RMH Day at
the Park, which they did
last August, and raised
an impressive $15,000
for us. How incredible is
that? As if that weren’t
enough, they teamed
up with area McDonald’s for a coupon promotion which netted
an additional $16,550.
Talk about being happily overwhelmed!

Sometimes, the gift of
“time” can be the most
challenging to give ... but
not for these caring folks
who make time each year
in early December to flex
their muscles and assist
with all the pre-preparation needed to “deck our
halls” for the holidays,
from hauling dozens of
boxes of decorations out
of storage to assembling
the numerous Christmas
trees we display for our
families’ enjoyment. One
can clearly see why they
have endeared themselves so to us.

Since golf’s humble genesis in Scotland during the
mid-1440’s, the game’s
popularity has continued
to soar over the ensuing
centuries.
In fact, there were only
a handful of local tourna-

Sinking the putt

ments when we started
ours in the early 1990’s,
but thankfully, even with
dozens of others now
being held, our
golf committee has
worked
tirelessly
to ensure that ours
continues to be the

preeminent event in the
area!
Just ask any of the 122
golfers that hit the links
last June and they’ll
agree with us. The
$72,000 raised made
a huge difference to
our operating budget
and greatly contributed to the overall financial success we enjoyed
in 2017. We’d love to
have an even larger
crowd as we head back
to Egwani Farms on June
1st for what is certain
to be another incredible
event. Just head to our
website for additional
information and a link
to register. You’ll be so
glad you did!!!

BOARD UPDATE
We love nothing more than expanding our Ronald McDonald
House family to include new members that will further our
mission and take us to the next level of excellence. We were
delighted when Erin Freeman with Ackermann Marketing
and PR; Gail Lewis with ORNL; and Allison Dulaney with Ft.
Sanders Regional Medical Center agreed to come on board.
But the delight didn’t end there as Mark Brodd, Mary Ann
Gibson, and Janell Cecil came back into the fold for another
term. With this much talent, 2018 is bound to be a banner
year!

Off we go!

Ready to win

KIND FOLKS…. CARING HEARTS
Getting involved with
our RMH just might
be easier than you
thought. When folks
ask what they can do
to help, or what items
do we need, we tell
them that we need
everything their own
house needs from money, to cleaning products, food, and even
maintenance. And here
are some examples of
those who have shared
their time, talents, and
resources with us ....
• On March 9, Timothy
Romero, the Regional Vice-President of
Enterprise Holdings
presented a $3,000

Our Friends from Enterprise

check from their Foundation to us. Additionally, many of
their employees provide a feast several
times during the year
for our most appreciative families.
• Members of the
Smokey Mtn Classic Chevy Club daz-

zled car enthusiasts
once again last May
with their wonderful
car show that played
host to entries from

Oldies but
Goodies

across the southeast.
The $2,000 donation
they made to us will go
a long way to help our
bottom line. And these
dear folks are currently
getting ready for their
next show that will take
place in Pigeon Forge
at the Inn at Christmas
Place on Saturday, May
19th.
• We were both delighted and excited to receive a call last fall from
Kevin Faddis with the

Knoxville
Firefighters
were honored by the
Association who invited
invitation to apply for
RMH Director Sue Beva grant once again in
erly to be on hand for
2017 and were hapthe Mark Chestnutt conpily overwhelmed to
cert they were sponsorlearn we’d been aping on December 3rd.
proved for a $15,000
Representatives from
gift.
several other local charities were invited on • There is just somestage along with her
thing special about
and presented with
people who love
checks from the orgaand appreciate the
nization’s kind-heartgreat outdoors. Our
ed members, with our
friends with K-Town
envelope containing a
Sam’s personify spe$10,000 gift. Incredicial with a capital
ble!!!!!!
Who could better understand what our families in residence are going through better than
others who have experienced dealing with a

critically ill child. That
was the idea behind
the creation of The Butterfly Fund in 2008, a
philanthropic organization that awards funding to agencies that
address pediatric cancer issues such as treatment and research. We

K-Town Sam’s

“S”. This close-knit
group plans and executes camping adventures throughout the
year, many of which
have a fund-raising
component to them.
And what do they do
with the money they
raise?? They divide
the bounty among the
five Ronald McDonald
Houses in Tennessee.
And on top of that,
they make the trek

over to our House
not once, but twice a
year ... first to donate
our portion of the
proceeds and then,
they make their way
back into our kitchen
where they demonstrate their culinary
expertise in the form
of soups, muffins and
desserts ... all for our

raised from the event
helped underwrite the
stay for nearly 60 families at our House. We’re
so grateful not only to
Talbot’s but to our fashionable and philanthropic supporters as
well.

• Thanks to the incredible generosity of a local business and a very
talented five year-old,
our holiday card sale
was a phenomenal
success. Our endeavor
started with WS PackK-Town Sam’s
aging Group’s kindness
families’ enjoyment.
in once again donating
See, we told you they
all of the labor and mawere special!!
terials to produce our
cards, an annual tradi• Once again this year,
tion that’s been carried
the lovely ladies of
on since we opened
Knoxville had the
our doors. That gift,
chance to dress for
coupled with the artissuccess and discover
tic genius of Madison
their inner diva while
Kerr, raised an astonhelping our House,
ishing $78,902 for us.
thanks to Talbot’s in
That
record-breaking
Bearden. On Sepsum brightened our holtember 28, the store
idays even more than
extended their hours
the lights on our tree!!
just for us, allowing
even more shoppers • Typically, the sight of
the chance to join in
zombies and goblins
the fun. When the
strike fear in those who
doors were closed
see them, except when
that evening, bags
these encounters hapwere bulging with
pen during “Freaky Frithe latest fall fashday”, a family-friendly
ions and the 10% we
event graciously sponsored by the Town of

Farragut. The Friday
before Halloween has
been earmarked for
the festivities where
attendees are encouraged to donate a
needed household item
or monetary gift to our
House while they “trick
or treat”. We were
thrilled to drive our fully loaded van back to
the House and then deposit the $960 from the
collection boxes. Who
knew vampires could be
so generous?

• Between their classes
and extra-curricular activities that abound,
we’re not certain how
Key Club members in
our area find the time
to lend their support.
But we’re just thankful
that they do. Students
and their sponsors
come from as far away
as Clinton and Cosby
to prepare meals for
our guests and even
brighten their day with
treat-filled gift bags.
And members from the
Bearden High School
Chapter raised the

impressive sum of
$12,515 last season
from the parking initiative they created
selling parking spaces to ardent fans
during UT football
home games. Hats off
to these kind-hearted
and dedicated young
people who give so
much of themselves
to help others
A $2,745 donation
given by anyone is a
joy to behold, but it’s
especially endearing
to know that so great
a sum was raised
by some enterprising second graders
from Concord Christian School. Months
were spent last fall
by the students who
created an assortment of crafty items
that they then sold
at their holiday shop.
On February 13, they
came in person to not
only present us with
the check, but to deliver bag upon bag
of household needs
they’d collected that
completely filled our
dining room table.
Their caring little
hearts most certainly
touched ours!

ALPHA DELTA PI
If anyone asked, “What
does ADPi do for the
House”, our answer
would be, “What don’t
they do?” These lovely and energetic ladies
come each week during
the school year, eager to tackle any tasks
we’ve laid out for them.
For years now each
and every fall, they’ve
hosted an event at UT
where our House shares
in the proceeds. Even
the Chapter at TN Tech
lends their time and talents several times each
semester driving all the
way from Cookeville to
help where needed and
typically leaving behind
a home-cooked meal
for our guests. From the
collegiate to the alum
group that provided
holiday treat bags, we
can’t say enough about
their loving support.

GIFTS FROM
THE KITCHEN

FARM BUREAU
STORY

Oftentimes,
following
a family’s first question
of, “Where is my room?”,
“What’s to eat?” is their
next one. And thanks to
our being blessed by
some caring and dedicated “chefs” like these, we
have a delicious answer:
KAMA, Catholic Singles,
Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church, The Kerley family, Mike Rodgers & family, West Hills Elementary
School, Collier Restaurant
Group, Central Baptist
Church cooking class, 2nd
Wednesday Night Gang,
Pam & Pals, Denise Reed,
and Cornerstone Recovery. To return home from a
long, emotional day at the
hospital to find a homecooked meal waiting is
most definitely a soul-satisfying gift to receive! And
thanks to these folks and
many others like them, a
hot meal was served every day last year.

When you hear the name,
Farm Bureau, images
naturally come to mind
of farmers or their clever
TV commercials. But for
RMH’s across the country,

we envision something
else completely. Caring
members from Knox and
surrounding
counties
gathered at our House
on March 20 to unload a
bounty of food they purchased during a mammoth shopping excursion.
For years now, they’ve
come every spring with
the singular purpose of
filling our fridges, freez-

ers, and pantries to the
brim with food. Another
most thoughtful gesture is
their purchase of grocery
gift cards so we’re able
to purchase whatever we
need, whenever we need

it. Knowing the countless hours of planning
and fundraising that
must take place in or-

der for their donation
to transpire, we’re that
much more grateful to
benefit from their compassionate friendship
.

DILLARD’S
To say that we’re grateful to Dillard’s store
manager, Geoff Johnson and his stellar staff
for their loving support,
would be an enormous
understatement.
We
are eternally indebted
to these caring folks for
their ongoing belief in
the work we do, a fact
that was brought to
light when we received
a check for $3,724
made possible by the
sale of Southern Living
cookbooks during the
holidays.

MCDONALD’S
SUPPORT
While seven might be
the lucky number for
many, at our House, it’s
seventy-eight,
which
represents the number
of McDonald’s in our immediate area that work
tirelessly to help support our local House and
ultimately, our families.
From the canister campaign that raised an astounding $141,777 last

PATTERSON’S
The old saying goes, “All
good things must come to

The hungry crowd

an end”, and while 2017
marked the grand finale
of the chef demo events
so graciously sponsored
and hosted by Patterson’s Home Appliances
and Jenn Air, our four-year
total of $35,318 will give
us something to smile

about for years to come.
Steve Patterson’s idea to
give back to the community was the genesis of
this series of events that
proved to be so popular
that what began as a once
per month endeavor morphed into two as the demand was so great. They
were evenings filled not
only with delicious food,
but with fun and fellowship as well and we offer
our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved, from our
hosts, to the chefs, and
those faithful followers for
turning a delectable idea
into such a lucrative one.

Cochran Family Check

year to the heart campaign that raised an
additional $57,607, the
restaurants’ fund-raising efforts on our behalf
totaled nearly one-third
of our operating budget which is such an incredible gift to us. But
then again, it wouldn’t
be possible without
their equally incredible
& generous customers
who support their efforts.

For anyone eager to enjoy an
evening filled with fun, food and
dance, look no further than July
28 @ the DoubleTree Hotel in Oak
Ridge when the KFI will present
THE TAMS, live and in concert. Go
to www.kfigolf@comcast.net for
more information. You’re never too
old to boogie the night away!!!

A NEVER-ENDING
HONEY-DO LIST
If you think you have
a lengthy to-do list at
home of repairs needing attention, can you
imagine the long list we
have at our RMH due to
the 20,000 square feet
we must maintain in addition to the vast number of people who are
in and out of here daily?
We love nothing more
than to be adopted by
“handy” people who
have tools and know
how to use them. If your
group or business has
the time and expertise
to sponsor a “Day of
Caring”, just call us and
we’ll get a date on the
calendar. We’d love to
have you join us, just as
we were delighted to
host TVA, McGee
Tyson
Air Base, and KUB employees who painted,
raked, trimmed and repaired their way into
our hearts!

So much talent from KUB

